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l\Ir. Dancy movetl to !'trike out the words "ayes and noes" 
whrre\"er they occur in the roles oftlie Senate, and insert the­
words "yeas and nays." Lost. 

The committee on Contingent expenses made the following 
report: 

Hon. A. C. Horton, President of the Senate: 

The committee on Contingent Expenses, to whom was re­
ferred the resolution of the Senate instructing said committee 
to contract for llO copies or each publication of the ·•Texas 
Democrat," and also the printing or 500 copies of the Govern­
or's message; beg leave to report, that they have contracted for 
the number of copies of each, called for by the resolution, at the­
following rates-five cents a piece for each number of the 
Democrat, and fifteen dollars for 500 copies of the Governor's. 
message to be furnished in pamphlet form. 

PHIL 1\1. CUNY, Cltairman. 

Which report was ndopted. 
Mr. Perkins.offered the following Resolution : 
"ResoltJcd, That the Committee on Contingent Expenses be 

instructed to contract for I IO copies of the Texas Democrat,. 
in addition to the number already contracted for, for the use 
of the Senate,-upon which the yeas and nays being called,. 
stood thus: 

Y EAs.-Messrs. Dour land, Brashear, ,Dancy, Gage, Perkins 
and Williams-6 yeas. 

NAvs.-1\Icssrs. Abbott, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, Grimes,. 
Jewett, McRea, Navarro, Parker, Phillips, Wallace and Wil-
Jiamson-ll. Lost. · 

On motion of Mr. Williamson, the Senate adjourned until 
to-morrow, half past 1 o'clock, P. l\f. • 

Tt:ESDAY, 1-2 past 1 o'clock, P. M., t 
December 21st, 1847. ~ 

Senate met-roll called--~he following Senators answered 
to their names: 
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Messrs. Abbot, Bourland, Brashear, Durlcson, Dancy, Grime:-, 
Gage, Jewett, McRea, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, Wallace and 
\Villiams--·1uorum present. 

Th<'I J ourno.l of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
A message was received from llis Excellency the Go \•ernor, 

transmitting the following communication. 

Gentlem.e1i of tile Senate: 

ExcoUTIVE OvFtCE, l 
Austin, Dec. 20th, 1817. ~ 

I have the honor to inform you lhat I have recl'ivcd from 
the Hon. A. Hutchinson. a ma.nuscripL copy of a Digest of the 
laws of Texas. prepared by that gentlemn.n, which he informs 
me includes all of tbe Legislation of th1· Jlt>public of Tcxa.s, 
down to the 27th February, 1845. and which he propo e:> to sell 
to tho tatc for the um of one thousand dollars. Such a work 
is much needed, and would be cheap at the price for which it 
is offered, if it should prove to be as perfect as it i1:1 be lieved 
Mr. Hutchinson is capable of making. It is too voluminous 
to be transmitted wi th this communication, but. it is now in the 
Executive Department, subject to your inl'lpection. I would 
respectfully suggest to your honorablr. hody tbe propricly of 
h1.1.v111g the same examined by a proper commitrec>, 1ha.t the 
Legiislaturc may dispose of l\Ir. llutchinson's proposition ac­
cordingly. 

J. PINCKNEY HENDERSON. 

'Vhich communication, on motion of Mr. Parker ·was referred 
to the commitlt'e on lhc Jmliciury. 

The President of the :::ienate retired to be present at the in­
auguration or the Go\•ernor and Lieut. Govrrnor cl~ct. 

Ou motion of :Mr. Phillip;;, Mr. Burleson took the chair as 
President, pro lein. 
· On motion of ~Ir. Williamson, the Senate took recess for 
five minutes. 

Senate met-quorum presc>nt. 
A message w:ts rceeh•ed from Ilis Excellency the Governor, 

prc:-;1•nting two communications in writing-one in relation to 
a treaty entered into by the United State~ Government with 
the \'arious tribes of Indians in Texas-which, on motion of 
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Mr. Bonrla.n<l was referred to the commitlcc on Incl inn Affairs. 
One in relation to th3 appoinlmcnt of District Attor.1ies in 

the 5th and Gth J uclicial Districts, which ww. on motion of l\1r. 
Williamson, laid on the table. 

Thr. PrC'i>ide nt pro tem., announced that thr time ha<l nrrin•d 
when thl' ~cnatc should meet the Hous1• or Ht·prl'!!!'OI al i \"CS to 
be present at the inauguration or the G°' nnor and L:cuten­
ant Governor elect. \Vbl'rcupon the Senato repoi rcd to the 
plaf'e prepared for that purpos<'. 

J>ray<'r by the R ev. Mr. Thrall. 
llis Excellency, J. Pinckney Henderson nro~o n.n<l delivered 

his val1'dictory addres!i--nftcr which. lliit Excr ll<'ncy A. C. 
Horton, rrcsidcnt of the Senate, addressed the Sc.:nato as fol­
lows: 

<r'rntlcmm of tlte Senate: 

1\fy official cmnection with your body bf·ing about to termi­
nal<', I embrace the present moment to l<'ndcr to you the 
l\Slmrance of my bi~b and grntl'ful nppreciation or the honor 
which in this relation I ha\'e enjoyed. A relation which apart 
from the gratifying consideration.'4 ufpublie contidcncc implied 
by its bestowal, ba.s been rendered still murc· ]>lt>a~ing by un­
intr.rruptccl courtcRy in our intcrcour11c, a11cl the com·iotion on 
my part, thnt whcnc,·er l hrn·c erred, I ha\'C bcrn judged by 
you in n. ~pirit or charity anti forbrnranco. J ron~mtulatc 
you upon the f?·c>ncra.l prosperity rmd hnppinrt1s of our State 
and nation, forcing upon the mind so \'i,·icl a. contrnst with the 
dbtrnctrd condition and gloomy prospects of otll('r landR. And . 
I confide in the efficiency olyour l:1bor . ._the patriotism of 
your coun els. and a proper sense of J:mlefulncss lo him in 
whose bonds are the destinies of nations, to emmrc und per-
J><'I unte tJ1is happy condition, • 

I !ca\·e with you, gentlf'men, my warmf'st wishes for your 
individual happiness--your lei?islativP usefulnPt-s and honor, 
and in taking lean•, bid you all iodi,idnully a1.d collective1y • 
an nffoctionntc farewell. 

'The oath of office wrus then ndmini<itert>d by the Speaker oC 
the llou.~c o( Repre::entati,·cs to the (:ovcrnor and Lieutenant 
Gon•rnor cl, ·~··. 'rhe Go,·crnor then dC'liH:rcd hi:; inangural 
nddrc ~, al! folluw;, : 
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Gentlemen of the Legisl.al:urc, mul Fdww- Citi:c~ : 

The present occasion inspires me with plca,-ing nn<l grate­
ful emotion:<. I am deeply aflected by the recent manifo:-1tation 
of the partiality.of the people of 'l'cxa.~, in conferring upon me 
the distingui::ihcd office of Governor of the State, and I avail 
myself of this opportunity to return to them, through their ho­
norable r •prcscntativcs, my most 11i11cere and hearty thnnks, 
with the i;olemn assurance, that in the cJ isrhnrgr of the high 
trusts, so generously confided to me, my highest o.im shall be, 
to merit their continued and abiding cHtecm. 

I will regard the solemn injunctiomi of the oath which the 
constitution requires me to take, but not more Facredly than I 
will the moral obligations iropo:icd upon me by a brarn and 
gcnerouli people. 

Upon this occru;ion a full exposition of my views of state 
policy c·annot be expected. At an <'arly day, I will re(·ommend 
to the con,-ic.leration of the Legi::ilaturc, a.8 the constitution re­
quires me to do, such measures as the public intere>-ts may 
seem to require. 

To such measures as the Leghilaturc in it11 wiedom may 
adopt, lo promote the public wcUiirc, I can promise an honest 
and cordinl co-operation. 

Hc•ntlcmon, J am apprisC'd of thr arduousness and respon!i'ibi­
lity of the duties which wm isoon drvolve upon me, not am I 
in~Cl1!-iihlc of my own incxpcricttct' 1111u inability. I therefore. 
feel less hcflirn.nc:y in requcisting of yon, iu the out11ct, yonr aid 
and reciprocal co-operation. Your p1ttriotism aud intclligcncr, 
togctlwr with your uniform c:omtcsy and kindncRt!, is u i:mfii­
cicnt gnarauty lo me, tbat, in the coni;tilutional discharge of my 
dutie:i, your valuable assistance wiJJ be accorded, readily and 
cordially. 

'enaiors and Repre·entatives ! Yolt arc already actively en­
gaged in the di:.charge of your important dutiei-. Y.our con­
&litnclll!l1 while they have honort'<l yon with thcir preference, 
1\nvc cntrnstcd to you their mo~t :<ncrcd intcrcsL~. I will not 
reflect upon your integrity by urging upon you the importance 
of a zealou advocacy of, and adherence to such meaimres and 
principlci a~ will promote their prc~rnt and fnturc prosperity. 

I will only indulge the hope that the prc::-cnl ~l'::ision, com­
mencNl under ~mch auspicioud eircum~tancefl1 may result in 
abundant good to our common comtituents. 
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During the admini~tratiou of my prcdccesi:;or, the rights 
Texas to her territorial limits, a..~ uniformly a..-<:-ertcd, have bee 
recogrft cd by the Exeeuti,·e of the United State:o:. 'l'he inva­
sion of onr -.oil h~ been repelled and hurled back upon o 
l..W-gloriou-1 foe, and the i-;word, that alternative long delay 
until forced upon u,; by Mexico, has succc:4:.<fully done its wo 
of retributive jn:jticc upon onr obl4tinate, but now defeated e 
my. During the progres8 of the war, in which the patriotism 
and valor of the nation have been mo~t ~ignally dh1playcd, the 
conduct of 'l'exians have isustained their high rcpntation (, 
chivalry, already won on many a hard-fon~Jht field. 'l'hey ha 
pro,·cd them clve:i among the forcmo t to 1narch at their coun­
try'!> call. They have fought in the front rank:; of battle, 
by their valor and number:i, have added strength to the armies 
ol the Uuio11, and fresh laurel:; to the martial character of their 
State. 

As the Executive officer of the State, it will be my effort to 
aid and. ~'!i1n the present achniuistration of the national Go­
vermnent, in its general policy. and e~ pecially in a continn 
vigorous pro:;ecution of the war, again>1t our common enemy, 
a:; the only proper mean:1 of 1<ecuring u lasting and honor.ible 
pea.cc, and relying upon the ~upporl of your honorable bodi 
l ~hall emle:wor to :m-.tain to th~ utmost our territorial limits, 
and guard with vigilanc.-e thl' rightti of our titatc1.guamntied by 
the compact of nnnexation, and the original compromises 
the falcral t·onstitution. 

ln coucluHion, gentlemen, I would rc(•ommend to you bar 
mony of action. lt i:1 an C'4sential element in legh!latiou. Guar1l 
again. t local and :-ectional prcjndice.'4. Let us cultivate friend­
ly und social intercour:!e with each other, and may one soul and 
one spirit animate U>f---il di-.interr.stedJesire to prom ouuelvea 
worthy ... cn"Unl'! of a deserving pt•ople. So that when our labors 
arc ended, nnd we retire to the peaceful quietude of our hom 
we wiJI bear with w the gmteful con!lciousness of having acted 
well our µart:i, and the welcome thank11 of a generouli consti-

• tuenc·y \Yill attend us. 
But, gcutlemcn, as it is human nature to err, we &hould n<*­

omit, in our councils, to inrnke the aid of the 8uprcmc Bei~, 
who, while he i:-1 the fountain of all wi:idom, i.'4 the gracious dis­
pen11er of national, as well a-i individual ble~sing'" 

The Senate returned to their chamber, whereupon the Hon. 
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John A. Greer, President of the Senate, addrcs!'OO the Senate 
as follows: 

GcnLlcme1i of tlie Senate: 

It affords me pleasure to greet ym1 as the Repre!ientatives of 
the people of Texas, by whom I ha vc been so recently elevated 
to the l!Lalion I now occupy, as prci:idiog officer of this body­
thc duties of which though arduous, and at times extremely 
perplexing, I shall endeavor to di:-chargc with fidelity and im­
partiality. 

My political connection with Texa~ dnt<'." back to the year 
1 38, and I now with pleasure behold before me tho:;e with 
whom I have ucted in day.; that arc pa.-it nm.I gon<', and which 
bring vividly to my mind the trouble:1 and difficu.ltie$ that 
'l'exa..-; hag undergone; but still i-urvives to udJ another evi­
dence of man's C'apacity of :;clf-governmcut, and to afford an 
a.wlnm for millions vet unborn. 

·'fhc prc~ent period of her exis tence is perhnp:< the most cri­
tical-her de:;tinics for the time being have been committed to 
your hand". Much wiJI depend upon yon. whether she shall 
be pro:-1perou:; and happy, that you tnny be able 110 to guide and 
din'ct her, is my fervent prayer. 

Gentlemen, permjt me to tt•ndcr to the flroplc of Texas 
throngh yon, my sincere thank~ for the honor t wy have thought 
proper to confer upon me, and I will indulge the hope that my 
eon11ectio11 wW1 the Senate will bl' of an agrceahlc charactcr­
to make it so will be my highest amb!tion. 

1 can only refer you to my past :;crvwcH ns an earnest of what 
my future wiU be. 

Mr. Urimc::1 moved the Senate adjourn nntil to-morrow, 10 
o'clock. Mr. Wallace moved 11 o'clock-lo~t. 'l'hc question 
then recurred on l\lr. Grimes' motion--<"tlrricd. 


